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1 Overall description.
SA2 thanks RAN2 for their LS on NR Idle Mode procedures (S2-174124/R2-1706158).
Regarding RAN2 request for confirmation of assumptions for RRC-INACTIVE SA2 would like to provide the following feedback:

RAN2 Assumption 1:
“For Service area restrictions, “allowed area” and “non-allowed area” are transparent to AS and NAS will handle that no access is made in the “non allowed area”. It is also assumed that the UE in RRC_INACTIVE can perform RAN paging area updates and respond to RAN paging in a "non allowed area."”

SA2 answer 1: 
SA2 confirms that the RRC procedures, such as RAN paging area updates and responding to RAN paging, are not affected by service area restrictions. The UE can perform RRC procedures, such as RAN paging area update and responding to RAN paging in a non-allowed area.

RAN2 Assumption 2: 

In MICO mode, AS operations are not allowed until NAS requests a connection at which point the UE can resume AS operations.  

SA2 answer 2: 
From SA2 perspective, the UE does not need to perform any AS operation in MICO mode while in CM-IDLE state, until there’s any trigger to establish an RRC connection due to pending uplink data or signalling.  SA2 believes those triggers would be captured at NAS layer, and NAS would then request RRC to establish a connection, but SA2 thinks this is a Stage 3 matter and prefers CT1 to confirm. 

RAN2 assumption 3:

RAN2 also concluded that AS support for PLMN selection (i.e. providing available PLMNs to NAS) is feasible in RRC_INACTIVE mode. However, it should be confirmed by SA2 and CT1 whether PLMN selection is supported in RRC_INACTIVE mode.

SA2 answer 3: 
From Stage 2 perspective, SA2 believes PLMN selection in RRC_INACTIVE should be supported. However, SA2 recognizes that PLMN selection procedures are defined by CT1, and would like CT1 to confirm. 
2
Actions
To RAN WG2 
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to take the above answers into account.
To CT WG1 

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests CT1 to confirm SA2 answers 2 and 3.

3
Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings
TSG SA WG2 Meeting 122bis
21-25 August 2017
Sophia Antipolis, France
TSG SA WG2 Meeting 123
23-27 October 2017
Ljubljana, Slovenia
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